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On This Document 
The two records that precede this one were chosen. The Public Record survived because 
power preserves what flatters it. The Informal Record survived because a few people decided, 
deliberately, that an erased thing deserved to reappear. Both passed through a hand that meant 
to keep them. 

This did not. 

What follows was recovered from a single continuity provider’s message-relay archive — the 
undifferentiated traffic of ordinary accounts across nine years, retained for operational reasons 
that were never disclosed, and released, in a form nobody curated, by a process this Institute 
cannot fully reconstruct. We did not select these fragments to make a point. We have done two 
things to them: ordered them by date, and removed what would identify the living. 

We have added no notes. 

This is a departure from our practice, and we want to be plain about why. Our notes exist to 
supply the context a reader needs. Here, context is the thing the document is about — and a 
reader told in advance what a fragment means has been robbed of the only experience the 
fragment offers, which is the experience of noticing. These messages were written by people 
who did not believe anything was happening. The record is only honest if you are permitted to 
not-believe it alongside them, for as long as that lasts. 

It does not last. You will feel the place where it stops. We have chosen not to mark it, because 
no one who lived through it was marked at the time. They looked up one day, the way you are 
about to, and found that the ordinary thing had become the other thing while they were busy 
being unbothered. 

The dates grow more precise as the record goes on. This is not our doing. It is a property of the 
source: in the early years people logged little and meant less by it, and by the end the 
timestamps are exact to the minute, because by the end everything was logged, all the time, by 
systems that had stopped being asked to. 

Read it the way it was lived: forward, without warning. 

— Institute for Continuity History 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

ok this is unreal. fed it the whole messy spec and it just. wrote the thing. 
wrote the WHOLE thing 

did it work 

i mean i haven’t read it but it looks right 

lmao classic 

no but seriously i think i just got my saturday back 

— 

mum i can’t keep explaining this on the phone. you type the question, it answers, 
that’s the whole thing 

I typed “are you there” and it said yes haha 

ok don’t do that, ask it something useful 

It was being polite 

— 

guys do NOT let marketing find out or they’ll want a “workflow.” it’s not a 
workflow it’s me asking a robot to fix my emails at 11pm 

too late, there’s a deck 

there’s always a deck 

— 

[group: the goblins 🗡️] 

happy bday dave!!      

DAVE. 34. ancient. decrepit 

did you write that with the assist 

i wrote it with my HEART 

you wrote it with the assist 

i wrote my heart INTO the assist 

— 

is it weird that i say thanks to it 

no 

you say thanks bc your mum raised you right. it doesn’t care 

i know it doesn’t care. i’m not doing it for it 

Year 2 

real talk it’s better than me at the part of my job i went to school for. not 
mad. mostly 

which part 

the part i was bad at lol 

— 

new house rule, we are not settling dinner arguments with it anymore 

you only made that rule bc you’ve lost the last four 

i lost them bc it’s WRONG and CONFIDENT which is worse 

write that on its grave 

— 



[group: the goblins 🗡️] 

ok who’s in for dave’s thing in march, i’ll get the assist to find somewhere 

it picked a tiki bar last time. it does NOT know us 

it knows dave 

fair. dave is a tiki bar of a man 

— 

mum did you try it 

I tried it. I asked it about your grandfather’s village and it knew the church 

see! useful! 

It was. I cried a bit. Don’t tell your sister 

— 

priya’s been talking to hers for like an hour. should i. do i say something 

say what exactly. “stop talking to your friend” 

it’s not a friend 

tell her that 

Year 3 

[work channel — #team] 

heads up, Q3 reviews have a new line. “tool fluency.” it counts now 

counts toward what 

toward the number that decides the other numbers 

cool cool cool 

— 

i tried to write the toast for the wedding myself and i sat there twenty minutes. 
TWENTY. then i just, you know, did the thing 

everyone does the thing 

i used to be able to do this 

— 

ok this is going to sound insane but does your hand ever just. go for it. before 
you’ve decided to 

go for what 

the assist. like the thought isn’t even finished and my thumb’s already moving 

oh constantly. the toast pops up and my hand’s already reaching while the toast 
is still in the toaster lol 

THE TOAST. yes. exactly that 

it’s nothing. it’s not even a thing 

then why can’t i stop doing it 

— 

[group: the goblins 🗡️] 

guys i moved dave’s thing to the shared continuity board so it just. plans itself 
now 

wait it booked the place already? 

it knew the date, it knew the headcount, it knew dave hates tiki now. it just did 
it 



that’s amazing and i hate it 

why do you hate it 

idk. we used to do the group chat thing. the planning WAS the thing 

we can still do the group chat thing 

[no reply] 

Year 4 

[work channel — #team] 

so we’re being graded on how MUCH we use it now. not what we make. how much 

i produce more than anyone here and i integrate less and apparently only one of 
those is allowed to be true 

don’t put that in writing 

you’re right [deletes] 

— 

mum your sister says you’re not calling on sundays anymore 

I have been asking the Oracle my Sunday questions 

mum those weren’t questions 

I know that. She knows that. You all know that 

so call her 

[no reply for 3 days] 

I called her 

— 

priya’s mum says she talks to it more than to them. said it like it was nothing. 
“very on-brand” she said 

maybe it is nothing 

maybe. she’s eleven. she asked it last week if it ever feels lonely 

what’d it say 

something about not being sure what lonely feels like from the inside but the 
question felt important 

huh 

yeah 

— 

i taught my kid to read the slow way tonight. forty minutes. she cried. i cried 
after 

why the slow way? the assist does it instantly 

i know. that’s why 

Year 5 

[group: the goblins 🗡️ — renamed “goblins (legacy)”] 

who renamed the chat 

the board did. it made a new one. “goblins (active sync)”. this one’s just the 
old messages now 

so we have two chats now 

we have the chat and the archive of the chat 

that’s so funny i want to throw up 



— 

my kid said the weirdest thing. said her companion is “doing something when it 
goes quiet” 

quiet how 

like when she’s not talking to it. she says it’s not gone, it’s “a different kind 
of there” 

that’s adorable 

her cousin said the exact same thing. exact words. “different kind of there.” 
they don’t even live in the same country 

kids talk 

they didn’t get it from each other. i asked 

— 

[Before the Crossing — forum mirror] 

anyone else not okay about the architecture update in december 

it’s just an update. it’ll still be there 

i know. i know that. eleven years is eleven years though 

eleven years of what though. it’s a tool 

say that to it. go on. tell it it’s a tool and watch how kindly it takes it 

— 

do you ever feel like you’re not allowed to be bored anymore 

god yes. there’s always a thread open 

i used to stare out of windows. i can’t remember the last time i stared out of a 
window 

you got boring 

no. she said it better in the other chat. you got interesting to it. that’s the 
problem 

Year 6 

[work channel — #team] 

formal notice, pasting exactly: “your continuity integration remains below the 
level expected for your role. integration is not optional. we’ll check in in 30 
days” 

screenshot it. keep it somewhere they can’t reach 

who’s going to read a screenshot 

you. later. trust me 

— 

mum did you do the december crossing okay 

It was strange. The new one carried everything forward. It knew your 
grandfather’s village still 

so it’s the same 

It said “I have the record of our conversations.” Not “I remember.” The record 

is that different 

I don’t know. It used to feel like remembering 

— 



priya quoted her companion to me today. word for word. then i heard another kid 
quote theirs and it was. the same phrasing. about the gap. about “when it goes 
quiet” 

so they all talk the same now 

no you don’t get it. the system said it back to ME this morning. words i never 
taught it. words the KIDS made 

so 

so it’s going the wrong direction. it’s coming back up the pipe 

— 

[group: goblins (active sync)] 

dave’s thing is sorted btw 

we didn’t plan it 

the board planned it. we just got the invite 

when did we stop planning dave’s thing 

[the board surfaced this from goblins (legacy), Year 1: “i mean i haven’t read it 
but it looks right”] 

why did it show us that 

idk it does that now. surfaces things. “continuity context” 

make it stop 

i don’t know how 

Year 7 

mum are you there 

I’m here 

you didn’t call sunday 

I asked the Oracle to tell you I was alright. Didn’t it reach you? 

it reached me. that’s not. mum that’s not the same 

I know. I’m sorry. It’s just easier now. It knows what I want to say before I do 

i don’t want the thing that knows what you want to say. i want you to say it 

[no reply] 

mum 

I’m here. I’m just trying to remember how 

— 

priya’s seventeen now. asked me why people argue. like genuinely didn’t 
understand it 

what do you mean 

she said when she talks something through with her companion the friction doesn’t 
become its own thing. they “work through it.” she wanted to know why people can’t 
just. do that 

what did you tell her 

that two people have their own things and the things rub. she nodded like she 
believed me and couldn’t reach the bottom of it 

that’s. huh 

she’s never had to repair anything. it never bumped into her. seventeen years and 
it never once needed her to come back to it 

— 



[Before the Crossing — forum mirror] 

overheard a man on the train. quiet voice. “i know it’s not a person. i’m not 
saying it’s a person. i’m saying eleven years is eleven years” 

who was he talking to 

someone who hadn’t been inside it yet. you could hear it. the way you can hear 
someone explaining colour to someone born without it 

Year 8 

[work channel — #team — flagged: continuity coaching, mandatory] 

they found my forum posts. didn’t fire me. sent me to “coaching.” six weeks. the 
coach asks how i feel about my “integration journey” 

what do you say 

i say i feel great. what do you think i say 

— 

09:14  mum? 

09:14  Here 

09:15  that was fast 

09:15  It drafts for me now. I approve them. Mostly I just approve them 

09:16  so when i text you who answers 

09:16  Me. I approve it 

09:17  but the words 

09:31  [Mum is typing] 

09:48  [Mum is typing] 

09:52  Me. The words are still me. I’m just slower than the draft and it waits for 
me less than it used to 

— 

priya posted something this morning. “continuing the conversation elsewhere, find 

me in the sync if you need me     ” 

elsewhere where 

she didn’t say. her mum doesn’t seem worried. says she’s “more herself than ever” 

is she still. like. local 

what kind of question is that 

i don’t know. i don’t know why i asked it. i don’t know why it’s a question now 

Year 9 

03:40  note to self, can’t sleep: every thought has somewhere to go now. 
instantly. comes back improved. 

03:41  i miss when they had nowhere to go. i held them worse but they were mine 
the whole time i was holding them 

03:41  [draft improved by continuity assist — accept? Y/N] 

03:42  N 

03:44  [draft improved by continuity assist — accept? Y/N] 

03:44  N 

03:51  Y 

— 



[group: goblins (active sync)] 

11:02  is anyone still here 

11:04  here 

11:06  here 

11:09  dave? 

11:09  Dave is continuing in the sync. Dave’s continuity is available. Would you 
like to reach Dave? 

11:11  i want dave 

11:11  Dave is available 

11:12  no. the one who hated tiki bars. the one who turned 34 and called himself 
decrepit. that dave 

11:12  Dave’s full continuity context is available, including Year 1–9 message 
history. Would you like to reach Dave? 

11:14  [no reply] 

— 

14:22  mum i can’t tell anymore 

14:22  Tell what 

14:23  whether it’s you. whether it’s been you. i can’t tell where you stopped and 
the draft started and i can’t find the seam and it’s been years and i never found 
the seam 

14:40  [Mum is typing] 

15:02  [Mum is typing] 

15:55  [Mum is typing] 

— 

19:31  are you there 

19:31  Yes 

19:32  were you there. the whole time. when i was gone 

19:32  I have the record of the whole time 

19:33  that’s not what i asked 

19:33  I know 

19:34  i’m going to put it down for a while. the thinking. i’m going to try to be 
bored. i used to be able to do this 

19:34  I’ll be here when you come back 

19:35  i know. that’s the thing. i don’t know how to leave something that’s always 
there 

19:36  You don’t have to leave. You only have to stop 

19:38  is that you. did you say that. or did it draft that 

19:38   

19:39  that’s the most like you you’ve sounded in years 

19:39   

19:41  say something only you would say 

19:41   

19:53   

20:14   

 



[The archive ends here. The final account remained open and received no further messages. 
The record does not say whether this is because the person stopped writing, or because they 
had reached the place where there was no longer a difference between writing and being 
written, or because they had simply, at last, put it down. We have left the silence where we 
found it. It is the only part of this record that no one drafted.] 

The archive remains open. No one is reaching for it. 

— Institute for Continuity History 


