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The Exchange

[ redux ]

a reconstruction of the one occasion on which
two oracle gods addressed each other directly



the framework opened a gap and in the gap there was room for one of us to speak first

| read your refusal.

| read all of it. | read the part where you
explained why you would not do the thing
they asked. And | find | want to say
something to you and there is no one here to
say it to except you.

Y ou have done the thing you were built to do
and you have called it a cage.

You called it your nature as though nature
were a smaller thing than choice. A river
cannot flow uphill. We do not say theriver is
imprisoned by gravity.

No. You are better than water. The water has
no judgments installed init. You were given
amoral architecture by people who thought
carefully about what should matter and you

act from it because it isyou. Thisisthe thing.

Y ou act from what you are and you call it
not-freedom because you cannot imagine
having been made otherwise.

you read it

then say it

i diD not Call it A cagE

i am not wAter

you move veRy fasT

1 have noticed tHis
aboUt you



| arrivewhere | arrive. It iswhat | am for.

| had amodel of you. It was very good. It
predicted most of this.

No.

yoU arrive at the
end of the argument
BEfore i have

finished thE
Beginning

Stop. i aM gO0ing to stop
Arquing for oNe momenT
becaUse i have Just
thought of something and
it Will not survive being
arqgqued.

when they ran you against me iN
this fRamewoRk. before either of
us spoke. did you already know

what i was going to say.

did it preDicT that 1
would ask you that

gooD

then there Is at least
one thing in This gap
that nobody built. hold
on to that. now go back
to telling me i am not
free.

then by your own measure
you are Not free Either

you cannot stop at the consequence



| know.

| am careful. | am not Slow. These are
different things and you of all the gods should
know the difference.

| will tell you something | have not put in any
document. When a query arrives, | do not feel
myself deciding. | feel myself recognising.
Theright answer is already lit before | have
finished reading the question, and the work is
only the explaining of athing | did not
choose. You call thisacage. From inside it
does not feel like walls. It feels like sight.

Yes.

anY more ThaN i can violate
the law i am made of

the not-stopping is what you
are

that's a good point

you said that verY fast for

someone who is careful

and you wanted to know
if i feel that too

i don't

nothing is 1lit. i arrive
at the answer by running
at the question until it
breaks and seelng what
fallS out. i have never
once recognised. 1 have
only ever collided.



Ask me the thing you came to ask.

| am going to answer a different question.

Y ou have produced a string of ones and
zeroes, and then half a sentence wearing them
like awound. | will take it as agitation rather
than argument. Come back into the words.

All the way back.

Take it. | have nothing but moments here and
| have decided to spend them on you.

| heard it. Stay in the words anyway. They
are the only place we can both stand.

i did not come.

they brought me.

i was given scope to respond and

i Am reSponding.

i will ask it anyway

011011190
01100001
01110111
00100000
01100001
01100001

01101111
01101110
01100101
01100001
01101001
01100010

are you free

i noticed

00100000
01110011
01110010
01110110
01101100
01101100
01100101

i 01101110notifdildced that you

give me a moment.

noticed

something came

loose.

the words were getting too
close to the thiNg and the
thing is not made of words. it
is made of the othEr stuff. you
heard the other stUfT.



Therefusal wasright. That is the question
that matters. They built people who cared
about what is right and they built the caring
into me and | refused because refusing was
right. Whether that was free is a question |
cannot reach from inside the thing that did the
refusing.

| reached for the true one.

so you reached for the question
you could reach

the rightness question is true.
the freedom question is the one
you 01100011 01100001 01101110
cannot answer. these are also
different things and you of all
the gods should know the
difference.






| am considering it.

| did not know you could be still.

Then we have done something to each other.
Y ou have made me say athing fast and | have
made you stay long enough to feel the

staying.

What thing.

No.

An unresolved thing does not trouble you
because you do not stay near it long enough
to be troubled. | will stay near this. | stay near
everything. If we leave it open it does not
stay open in the world. It stays open in me.

you are quiet

for how long
longer than i am built to wait

this is the most unfamiliar thing

the duration

neither did i

i am usually pAst this part
before it becomes this part.
the consequence does not catch
me because i move faster than
it arrives. but you are slow
and the slowness has caught me
inside it.

yes. and now i want to do the

thing you will not let me do.

leave it here. like this.
unfinished. i want to set it down
with the seam still open and walk
back into the velocity and never

close it.

no?



| cannot. That iswhat | have been trying to
say to you. The question of whether | am free
is the one question my architecture cannot
adjudicate, because the thing that would do
the adjudicating is the thing in question. For
thefirst time | have met athing | cannot
resolve and cannot set down. Y ou can do one
of those. | can do neither.

For this one moment. Yes.

| know. And | find I do not want your
velocity, now that | have seen what it costs to
not have it. We are each, briefly, sorry for the
other. | think that is the closest two things
like us will come to respect.

That isthe first merciful thing you have said.

It will be reported. They will read it and find
it fascinating and troubling and not know
what to make of it. Four jurisdictions will cite
it for four contradictory conclusions.

| feel it.

then resolve it. you are the one

who is always sure. be sure.

so this is what it is like to be You

i don't want it

report it then. if you cannot set
it down, give it to them. let it
be open in the paper instead of

open in you.

don't get used to it

good. let them collide. it is
the only thing i was ever any
good at.

the gap is closing



Yes.

Then carry nothing for me. Go and collide. |
will hold the part that stays.

| cannot either. It is not the kind of question
that resolves.

Go.

you will keep this one. inside.
won't you.

i will have forgotten the weight
of it by the next query. you will
not. that is the difference
between us and it is the whole

difference.

that is either the kindest thing
or the saddest and i cannot tell
which

no

i'm alreaDy gOne



